
GRADUATING IN THE TOP 10 FROM THE MARIES COUNTY R-1 HIGH SCHOOL FOR 2020
From left, back row; Timmy Schwartze, Dawson Wansing, Trenton Rowden, Abram Weider, Dylan Buschmann, 

front row; Klaire Tappel, Rachel Slocum, Paige Breeding and Jena Schwartze
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Mikela Bland, daughter 
of Rosie Bland and 
Sam Hagan, plans to 
enter into the work-
force and later attend 
the University of Wis-
consin in Whitewater 
to study business and 
computer science.

Paige Breeding, daugh-
ter of Scott and Dawn 
Breeding, plans to 
attend the University 
of Missouri–Columbia 
to study health pro-
fessions then attend 
medical school to study 
physical therapy with 
an emphasis in rehab 
science.

Dylan Buschmann, son 
of Mark and Stephanie 
Buschamnn, plans to 
attend Central Meth-
odist University in 
Fayette to study sports 
management and play 
for the CMU Eagles 
Baseball team.

Tyler Collins, son of 
Douglas and Melissa 
Collins, plans to attend 

Truman State Univer-
sity in Kirksville to 
study exercise science.

Gracie Crismon, daugh-
ter of Terry and Krista 
Crismon, plans to 
attend Lincoln Univer-
sity in Jefferson City to 
study nursing.

Summer Fawcett, 
daughter of Brandi 
Pendleton, plans to en-
ter into the workforce 
and later attend college 
to study nursing.

Sutton Hauck, son of 
Travis and Leslie 
Hauck, plans to attend 
Northwest Central 
Missouri College in 
Trenton to study indus-
trial technology and 
play for the NCMC 
Pirates Baseball team.

Kamryn Hayes, daugh-
ter of Mark and Kari 
Hayes, plans to attend 
East Central College 
in Rolla to complete 
her general education 

We have BIG 
plans...

BY LAURA SCHIERMEIER
ADVOCATE STAFF WRITER
lschiermeier@wardpub.com

VIENNA — Graduation for the 
32 members of the Vienna High 
School Senior Class of 2020 finally 
happened last Friday night. It was a 
special graduation event like no other 
as the seniors had their final day on a 
beautiful Mid-Missouri evening with 

family and friends present surround-
ing the baseball diamond at the city 
park, which had been transformed 
into an excellent graduation venue. 

The seniors were supposed to 
graduate in May and because of the 
Covid-19 coronavirus global pan-
demic that closed schools, businesses, 
government buildings—life, it was 
uncertain if such a gathering could 
take place. Certainly not in the gym, 

where social distancing may not be 
possible, and in mid-June, it would 
be hot and uncomfortable. Instead 
the health department gave the go-
ahead to have the annual graduation 
assembly at the park. Those present 
were asked to social distance and wear 
masks if they wanted to. Each of the 
seniors had their own folding chair 

See VHS Plans on Page 7See VHS Class on Page 12

A Proud Moment
As you celebrate the culmination of 
your academic efforts, we’d like to 
extend our warm congratulations. 
May your diploma open all the right 
doors.

Good Luck, Class of 2020!

206 S. MAIN • VIENNA • 573-422-6191

Crump Law Offices
Albert Crump, Jr. • James T. Crump

Ralph Haslag • Bev Clark • Tammy Martin

May you reach all of your dreams 
and goals, graduates! 
We’re proud of you. 

The Sky’s the The Sky’s the 
LimitLimit

edgeFour C’s

36550 Hwy. 63 N. • Vienna, MO 65582
(573) 744-9144

VIENNA (573) 422-3182  |  ARGYLE  (573) 728-6202

Speical Congratulations to:
Paige Breeding

Klaire Tappel
Colby Tobben

Farmer’s 
Elevator 

Company, 
Argyle ~ 
Vienna

Maries R-1 graduates 32 seniors 
Friday night at outdoor ceremony

Graduation during a pandemic—under the stars at the ball park

THE VHS senior girls had a good time growing up and attending school at Maries R-1, but they were ready to move on 
to the next chapter as they said goodbye to high school days on Friday night at their graduation.
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111 Parkway
Vienna, MO 65582

(573) 422-3360
www.crmc.org VIENNA

Better. Every day.

The Best Is 
Yet to Come
We’re proud of 
you, graduates.
Good luck and best 
wishes in all of your 
future endeavors!

Belle • 573-859-3323
Vienna • 573-422-6323

www.MariesCountyAdvocate.com

We’re so glad to 
see you succeed. 
Congratulations 
Class of 2020

You made it 
to the

TOP

Maries county
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1406 Hwy. 63 S. • Vienna, MO 65582
573.422.3612 • www.barnhartdental.com

Congratulations
to the graduates
of 2020!
Wear that big 
smile with 
pride, 
you’ve 
earned it.

The area’s premier                                       provider

FREE Whitening with any new Invisalign treatment

Honoring Our
Graduates

We’d like to extend our 
sincere congratulations 
and best wishes to the Class 
of 2020. As you celebrate 
this milestone achievement, 
please know you have made 
your community and 
your loved ones proud!

HAROLD “CHRIS”
Re-Elect Your Sheriff

HEITMAN
MARIES COUNTY

SHERIFF
Paid for by Candidate Chris Heitman 

1. 2.

11-2019   Special Events 14-7c

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

ShelterInsurance.com                AUTO • HOME • LIFE

®

3.

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

ShelterInsurance.com                AUTO • HOME • LIFE

®

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

®

Congratulations Graduate!

Congratulations Graduate!

Graduation will undoubtedly create a life style change 
for both graduates and parents. Now is the perfect 
time to review your insurance and make sure your 
coverages are adequate for these changes. Give me a 
call so we can help you review your policies.

Now is the
perfect time to review 
your insurance and 
make sure your 
coverages are adequate 
for these changes.

Now is the perfect time to review your 
insurance and make sure your coverages 
are adequate for these changes.

Congratulations

Ryan Webb 
1955 Ott Memorial Dr.
Conway, AR 72032 
501-329-3333
RWebb@ShelterInsurance.com

Ryan Webb 
1955 Ott Memorial Dr.
Conway, AR 72032 
501-329-3333
RWebb@ShelterInsurance.com

Ryan Webb
1955 Ott Memorial Dr.
Conway, AR 72032
501-329-3333

Courtney Schwartze Jeremy
304 Hwy. 63 N

Vienna, MO 65582 
573-422-3227 
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We’re so proud 
of you, graduates! 
You’ve worked 
hard to get here, 
and now it’s time 
to enjoy the sweet rewards.

You 
Take the 
Cake!

G&W Foods    
   Supermarket

Hwy. 63 • Vienna, MO

Special congrats 
  to Autumn Smith 
    & Mikela Bland

405 S. Main Street • Vienna, MO

The Rainey 
House

Gifts • Collectibles • Flowers
BUILT 1892
573-422-6216

Open:  W & Th. 10 to 4; F Noon to 6; Sat. 9 to Noon

Wishing all of our graduates a 
happy day and a bright future!

104 US Hwy 63
& Jct 42
Vienna, MO 
(573) 422-3944       

You’ve made it to 

graduation, and things 

are looking up. Here’s 

wishing you much 

success in your future.
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THE GRADUATION assembly 
finally happened for the Vienna 
High School Class of 2020. It 
was held under the stars and 
the bright lights of the baseball 
field at the Vienna City Park on 
Friday night. The seniors were 
spaced six feet apart and families 
sat together in their own chairs 
on the baseball field. The seniors 
were so happy and received con-
gratulations from their families 
and the community. The event 
was ended with a surprise round 
of fireworks. Good luck to the 
members of the Class of 2020.

PHOTOS IN THIS EDITION  BY JACOB 
WARDEN, DENNIS WARDEN AND 

LAURA  SCHIERMEIER
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WHEREAS: The Vienna High School will graduate 35 seniors 
at the school’s annual commencement exercises Friday, June 19, 
2020.

WHEREAS: These 35 graduating seniors represent the future 
of this community, the state, and the nation; and

WHEREAS: Among these 35 graduating seniors of the 
Vienna High School Class of 2020 will be tomorrow’s civic and 
business leaders, political figures and educators, and will contribute 
unselfishly to the continued growth and well being of the Vienna 
community, the state and the nation,

 THEREFORE,
The City of Vienna extends sincere congratulations to each and 

every one of the 35 members of the Class of ‘20, their parents and 
their teachers, and honors them for the success they have achieved 
and recognizes the potential for their  future success.

MAYOR

The City of Vienna, Missouri ~ June 19, 2020

Tyler James

CongratulationsCongratulations
CLASS CLASS ofof 2020 2020

State Senator – District 6State Senator – District 6

requirements then transfer to University of Central 
Missouri–Warrensburg to study interior design.

Kody Hertzing, grandson of Sharon Hertzing, plans to 
enter into the workforce.

Joseph Kestermont, son of Shannon Fannon and Joseph 
M. and Holly Kestermont, plans to enter into the work-
force and later join the military.

Abby McHugh, daughter of Maria Roberts and Chris 
Roberts, plans to attend East Central College in Rolla 
to complete her general education requirements, trans-
fer to a four year university to study psychology, then 
complete a graduate degree in psychology.

Levi Messersmith, son of Teresa and Richard Messer-
smith Jr., plans to attend Missouri Valley College in 
Marshall to study exercise science and play for the 
MVC Vikings Baseball team.

William Patterson, son of Lori Von-gunten and Lindell 
Patterson, plans to attend Ranken Technical College in 
St. Louis to study high performance racing technology.

James Phelps, son of Daniely Yeomans and Jim Holt, 
plans to enter into the workforce.

Lilyanna Potter, daughter of Stephen and Rebecca Potter, 
plans to enter into the workforce.

Trenton Rowden, son of Roger and Amy Rowden, plans 
to attend State Technical College in Linn to study 
heavy equipment operations.

AJae Schell, son of Tim and Amber Schell, plans to 
attend State Technical College in Linn to study bio-
medical engineering technology and volunteer for the 
Vienna Fire Protection District.

Danny Schraft, son of Donald Schraft and Sabrina 
Schraft, plans to attend Rolla Technical Center to study 
construction trades.

Jena Schwartze, daughter of Darryl and Paula Schwar-
tze, plans to attend College of the Ozarks in Point 
Lookout to study agronomy and minor in chemistry.

Timothy Schwartze, son of Gerald and Darla Schwartze, 

plans to attend State Technical College in Lin, to study 
welding technology.

Zachary Schwartze, son of Brian and Carrie Schwartze, 
plans to attend State Technical College in Linn to study 
electrical distribution systems.

Rachel Slocum, daughter of Christopher and Bethany 
Slocum, plans to attend College of the Ozarks in Point 
Lookout to study criminal justice.

Autumn Smith, daughter of Mike and Beth Smith, plans 
to attend State Technical College in Linn to study busi-
ness and nursing.

Taylor Staiger, daughter of Becky Ressler, plans to enter 
into the workforce.

Klaire Tappel, daughter of Keith and Jan Tappel, plans 
to attend East Central College in Rolla to complete her 
general education requirements then attend a four year 
university.

Colby Toebben, son of Kenny and Susan Toebben, plans 
to attend Missouri University of Science and Technol-
ogy in Rolla to study environmental engineering.

Uriah Veasman, son of Samantha Shadursky, plans to 
attend Rolla Technical Institute to study construction 

trades.
Dawson Wansing, son of Chris Wansing and Jennifer 

Martin, plans to attend Ozark Technical College in 
Springfield to study accounting and business manage-
ment.

Gavin Weathers, son of Leanna and Travis Weathers, 
plans to attend University of Central Missouri–War-
rensburg to study mathematics and throw for the UCM 
Mules Track and Field team.

Abram Weider, son of Diane Branson Weider, plans to 
attend Southwest Baptist University in Bolivar to study 
nursing.

Spencer Wieberg, son of Dawn and Raymond Wieberg, 
plans to attend State Technical College in Linn to study 
industrial electricity and volunteer for the Argyle Fire 
Department.

Benjamin Wilkinson, son of Denise and Patrick Wilkin-
son, plans to continue volunteering for the Vienna Fire 
Protection District and later will attend college and/or 
join the military.

VHS Plans • from page 2
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Looks Like
You Made It!

Your hard work has paid off, 
and now you are really on your 
way. We wish you all the best 

as you embark on exciting new 
challenges and adventures. 

The best is yet to come!
Congratulations, graduates.

Birmingham MartinBirmingham Martin
Funeral HomesFuneral Homes

“Veteran owned and operated”“Veteran owned and operated”Since 1932Since 1932

Dixon, MO • 573-759-6000
Vienna, MO • 573-422-3331

BirminghamMartinFuneralHomes.com

Paid for by Bruce Sasssmann Election Committee, Bruce Sassman treasurer

for Mo. State Representative
    EXPERIENCE MATTERS!

We salute the hard work and dedication that got you 
here today, graduates. As you receive your diplomas, 
please know you have made us proud, and we wish 

all of you all the best. Congratulations!

An Achievement 
to Celebrate

    Sales: 573-422-3333  Service: 573-422-3318
 908 Hwy. 63 S. • Vienna, MO 65582

www.WeidingerChevy.com  

Weidinger Weidinger 
Chevrolet IncChevrolet Inc

We wish each and every one of you a happy 
graduation! A Speical congrautulations to 

Ben Wilkinson

Congrats
All 

Around!

Mikayla Bland
WorkKeys National Career Readiness 

Certificate- Silver Show-Me Scholar
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees 
Vienna Chamber of Commerce Show-

Me Scholar Scholarship- $500

Paige Breeding
MO Agriculture Skill and Knowledge 

Assessment- Floriculture Certificate
WorkKeys National Career Readiness 

Certificate- Gold Show-Me Scholar
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees 
Maries County Bank Four-Year Scholar-

ship-$500 per semester
MFA Farmers Elevator Company Schol-

arship- $2,000 
Shelter Insurance Scholarship- $2,000
The Karlee Hallahan Scholarship- $500
Vienna Chamber of Commerce Show-

Me Scholar Scholarship- $500
Vienna FFA Scholarship- $500
VHS National Honor Society & Ameri-

can Red Cross Leaders Save Lives 
Scholarship- $1,000 

Vienna Tax Service Book Scholarship- 
$300 

Vienna-Bassett Eagles Club, Fraternal 
Order of Eagles No. 4340- $600 

University of Missouri Columbia- Miz-

zou Undergraduate Grant- $1,050

Dylan Buschmann
MO Agriculture Skill & Knowledge As-

sessment- Forestry Certificate
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees 
The Schwartze Family Scholarship- 

$1,000 
Vienna-Bassett Eagles Club, Fraternal 

Order of Eagles No. 4340- $600 
Central Methodist University CMU 

Baseball Scholarship- $2,500 
Central Methodist University Dean’s 

Scholarship- $7,000

Tyler Collins
WorkKeys National Career Readiness 

Certificate- Silver Show-Me Scholar
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees 
Vienna Chamber of Commerce Show-

Me Scholar Scholarship- $500 
Truman State University President’s 

Honorary Scholarship- $500 
Truman State University President’s 

Leadership Scholarship- $1,000 
Truman State University Live Learn 

Lead Scholarship- $1,500 
Truman State University Truman Ac-

cess Grant- $1,500

Gracie Crismon
Certified Nursing Assistant License
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees

Summer Fawcett
MO Agriculture Skill and Knowledge 

Assessment- Floriculture Certificate
Missouri Information Technology 

Sequence 1 Certificate
WorkKeys National Career Readiness 

Certificate- Silver 
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees

Susan Hauck
MO Agriculture Skill and Knowledge 

Assessment- Forestry Certificate
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees 
North Central Missouri College NCMC 

Baseball Scholarship- Full Tuition

Kamryn Hayes
Missouri Information Technology 

Sequence 1 Certificate
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees

Joseph Kestermont
Missouri Information Technology 

Sequence 1 Certificate

A+ Scholarship Program- General 
Tuition and Fees

Aby McHugh
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees

Levi Messersmith
WorkKeys National Career Readiness 

Certificate- Silver 
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees 
Missouri Valley College MVC Baseball 

Scholarship- $13,000

William Patterson
WorkKeys National Career Readiness 

Certificate- Gold 
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees

James Phelps
Missouri Information Technology 

Sequence 1 Certificate 
WorkKeys National Career Readiness 

Certificate- Gold

Trenton Rowden
MO Agriculture Skill and Knowledge 

VHS Class of 2020
Senior Class Achievements, Awards, Scholarships

See Class Awards on Page 9
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211 4th Street  |  Vienna, MO 65582  |  573-422-3338

Chalk it up to hard 
work and dedication: 

you’ve graduated! 

on a job well done, 
Class of 2020!

Congratulations

From all of us at the 
Maries County Courthouse

Congratulations to the class 
of 2020 on a job well done.

Wansing Small 
Engines

  232 Hwy. 42 West, Vienna
Chris Wansing, Owner  

573.422.6001

Congratulations Graduates

1001 Vienna Rolla Road • Vienna • (573) 422-3021
Hair Repair Salon

Assessment- Livestock Evaluation 
Certificate

MO Agriculture Skill and Knowl-
edge Assessment- Dairy Cattle 
Evaluation Certificate

A+ Scholarship Program- General 
Tuition and Fees 

Maries County Bank Vocational 
Scholarship- $250 per semester 
for two years 

Vienna FFA- $500

Ajae Schell
WorkKeys National Career Readi-

ness Certificate- Silver 
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees

Danny Schraft
WorkKeys National Career Readi-

ness Certificate- Bronze
Missouri Information Technology 

Sequence 1 Certificate

Jena Schwartze
MO Agriculture Skill and Knowl-

edge Assessment- Entomology 
Certificate

MO Agriculture Skill and Knowl-
edge Assessment- Floriculture 
Certificate

MO Agriculture Skill and Knowl-
edge Assessment- Nursery and 
Landscaping Certificate

WorkKeys National Career Readi-
ness Certificate- Platinum Show-

Me Scholar
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees
Argyle V.F.W. Post. No. 8045 Schol-

arship- $300
Maries R-I “Jeans” Scholarship- $595 
Shelter Insurance Scholarship- 

$2,000 
The Thomas Coffey Scholarship- 

$500 
Vienna Chamber of Commerce 

Show-Me Scholar Scholarship- 
$500

Vienna FFA Scholarship- $500
VHS National Honor Society & 

American Red Cross Leaders Save 
Lives Scholarship- $750 

College of the Ozarks Scholarship- 
Up to $13,732 

College of the Ozarks Work Pro-
gram- $5,768

Timothy Schwartze

MO Agriculture Skill and Knowl-
edge Assessment- Livestock 
Certificate

A+ Scholarship Program- General 
Tuition and Fees

Zachary Schwartze
MO Agriculture Skill and Knowl-

edge Assessment- Dairy Cattle 
Evaluation Certificate

MO Agriculture Skill and Knowl-
edge Assessment- Livestock 

Evaluation Certificate
VHS Four Year Perfect Attendance 

Award- $100 
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees

Rachel Slocum
WorkKeys National Career Readi-

ness Certificate- Gold Show-Me 
Scholar

A+ Scholarship Program- General 
Tuition and Fees

Howard & Jean Henderson Study 
Abroad Scholarship- $2,000 

The Hagan Scholarship- up to 
$6,000 per semester for up to 
eight semesters

Sheriff Roy L Bassett Scholarship- 
$250 

Vienna Chamber of Commerce 
Show-Me Scholar Scholarship- 
$500 

College of the Ozarks Scholarship- 
Up to $13,732 

College of the Ozarks Work Pro-
gram- $5,768

Autumn Smith
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees 
Jerrilyn (Feeler) Snodgrass Memo-

rial Scholarship- $2,500 
Maries R-I “Jeans” Scholarship- $595
The Thomas Coffey Scholarship- 

$500

See Class Awards on Page 12

Class Awards • from page 8
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573-422-3177
174 Ballpark Road  •  Vienna, MO

Wishing you 
all the best at 

graduation!

Congratulations,
 Grads…

Now 
it’s 
time to celebrate!

Best Wishes, Class of 2020

We’ve watched you come 

this far, and now the sky 

is the limit. 

Hold fast to your dreams, 

and don’t be afraid to 

reach for the stars. 

We know you can do it!

505 Hwy. 63 South  ♦  Vienna, MO 65582
573-422-3414

BUD’S AUTO
Brakes ♦ exhaust ♦ tires ♦ LuBe ♦ Light MechanicaL Work

To Our Wise 
Graduates…
We wish you health, 
good fortune and 
happiness as you 
begin a new chapter. 
Continue to work 
hard, and success 
will follow.

Congratulations
 Class 
   of 
 2020!
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Congratulations to the 
2020 graduates of 

Maries R-1 High School 
on a job well done.

Special congratulations to the graduates from our 
parishes and alumni of Visitation Inter-Parish School

Paige Breeding, Dylan Buschmann
Trenton Rowden, Klaire Tappel

Colby Toebben and Benjamin Wilkinson
May God be with you and bless you in all your 

future endeavors!  

“for nothing be anxious, but in everything by prayer & 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.  

Philippians 4:6

Visitation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Parish ~ Vienna 
Holy Guardian Angels Parish
 ~ Brinktown 

 

 

 

1530 Rax Court, Jefferson City, MO 65109
 (573) 636-3222 • zacs@wallstreetins.com

Zac Schoene, 
Financial Advisor*

to all the graduates.
We’re proud of you. 
Keep working hard 
as you continue to 
face new and exciting 
challenges!

“Securities and Advisory Services offered through Client One Securities, LLC Member FINR/SIPC 
and Investment Advisor. Wallstreet Group and Client One Securities, LLC are not affiliated.”

OSAGE COUNTY CONCRETE
Ready Mix ConcreteReady Mix Concrete
 Linn, MO 65051 Linn, MO 65051

 573-897-2183 573-897-2183

May your graduation be the first of 
many great achievements to come.

Congratulations!

HATS OFF, GRADUATES!HATS OFF, GRADUATES!
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10934 Maries Road 614  |  Vienna, MO 65582

Jay Jones, Owner 573 644-2254Victorian PlaceVictorian Place
  of Vienna  of Vienna

From all of us atFrom all of us at

CongratulationsCongratulations
Class ofClass of    20202020!!

112 Parkway Rd. • Vienna • 573-422-3230 509 1ST STREET • VIENNA • 573-422-3220

Vienna Tax SerVice
naTP MeMber

carl T. HenderSon, ea

To the graduates of 2020, go 
our very best wishes for health, 

happiness and success both 
today and in the future.

Taylor Staiger

WorkKeys National Career Readi-
ness Certificate- Gold

Klaire Tappel
MO Agriculture Skill & Knowledge 

Assessment- Floriculture Certifi-
cate

WorkKeys National Career Readi-
ness Certificate- Gold Show-Me 
Scholar

A+ Scholarship Program- General 
Tuition and Fees 

Maries County Bank Employees- 
Board of Director’s Scholarship- 
$500

Maries R-I “Jeans” Scholarship- $595
Richard and Shirley James Family 

Two-Year Scholarship- $500
 Richard and Jean Cavender Scholar-

ship- $750
Vienna Certified Teachers Associa-

tion Scholarship- $200 
Vienna Chamber of Commerce 

Show-Me Scholar Scholarship- 
$500

VHS National Honor Society & 
American Red Cross Leaders Save 
Lives Scholarship- $750

Colby Toebben

Missouri Information Technology 
Sequence 1 Certificate 

WorkKeys National Career Readi-
ness Certificate- Gold 

A+ Scholarship Program- General 
Tuition and Fees

Uriah Veasman
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees 
Rolla Technical Institute Construc-

tion Trades “Outstanding Student” 
Award

Dawson Wansing
Missouri Information Technology 

Sequence 1 Certificate 
WorkKeys National Career Readi-

ness Certificate- Platinum Show-
Me Scholar

A+ Scholarship Program- General 
Tuition and Fees 

Jerrilyn (Feeler) Snodgrass Memo-
rial Scholarship- $2,500 

The Thomas Coffey Scholarship- 
$500

Vienna Chamber of Commerce 
Show-Me Scholar Scholarship- 
$500 

Vienna Lions Club Scholarship- $750

Gavin Weathers
WorkKeys National Career Readi-

ness Certificate- Silver 
A+ Scholarship Program- General 

Tuition and Fees 
University of Central Missouri Red 

& Black Scholarship- $1,500 UCM 
Track and Field Scholarship

Class Awards • from page 9

placed six feet away from the next senior. 
They were given a squirt of hand sanitizer 
as they climbed the steps to the stage, which 
was two trailers together. 

Class President AJae Schell gave the invo-
cation, asking for God’s guidance over them 
and the wisdom to make good decisions. He 
said this class is the smartest, most athletic, 
and best looking class to ever leave Vienna.

Maries R-1 Superintendent Mark Parker 
welcomed those present, saying, “They did 
pretty good didn’t they?” He said the seniors 
have completed 13 years of education, an 
accomplishment and now they are being sent 
off to the next step in their lives. Reaching 
this goal of high school graduation has been 
made possible by hard work and help from 
their families and friends. He said it has 
been an incredible year, and one that has 
been quite challenging and a tough year. But, 
they adapted and persevered and overcome 
the obstacles and what a lesson it was to 
everyone. He complimented the members 
of the class, saying there are future doctors 
and teachers and much more who will not 
let obstacles stand in their way. “Get out and 
fly like the Eagles you are!”

Teacher Danny Barrack gave an excellent 
speech and received a big round of applause. 
It was well received by the senior class as 
each of them was mentioned and congratu-
lated by Barrack. 

Abrams Weider is the valedictorian of the 
VHS Class of 2020. Salutatorian is Dawson 
Wansing. Both spoke at the graduation as-
sembly. 

Wansing said the year has been challeng-

ing in multiple ways and they appreciate all 
that has been done for them over the years. 
He said he was honored to be the salutato-
rian and it was a goal he set for himself to 
be one of the top two students in his class. 
He thanked God for helping him achieve it. 
He congratulated his classmates and wished 
them success in their lives ahead of them. 
He said they learned to work well together 
and became good at it. He asked people to 
remember that, “Some of the people you are 
around every day may be far different from 
what you are, but that doesn’t mean they 
aren’t as important. Each person is a small, 
unique piece of the larger whole; we offer 
different gifts to society.”

Valedictorian Abram Weider began by 
saying, “I’m not a man of many words and 
this speech is probably the longest many 
of my classmates have heard me talk.” He 
said he was proud to represent his class. 
He thanked the entire school staff for mak-
ing their education possible. He especially 
thanked teacher John Kinkead for teaching 
him chemistry and physics and for inspiring 
confidence in himself and for encouraging 
him to share his knowledge. Kinkead wrote 
references for him for scholarship applica-
tions and he received both of them. Also, 
retired teacher Mrs. Rowden was supportive 
of him. He thanked all of the teachers. He 
also thanked his mother and his grandmother 
for their support and helping him become the 
person he is. Weider spoke of how he and his 

VHS Class • from page 2

See VHS Class on Page 13
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Congratulations 
graduates

Smart Move, Smart Move, 
Graduate!Graduate!

Your diploma opens the door to 
opportunity and success, and we are very 
proud of your achievement today. 

Three Rivers Electric Three Rivers Electric 
CooperativeCooperative
With offices in Linn and Brazito
800-892-2251 and 573-644-9000

You’re On Your Way!
You’re On Your Way!

Congratulations to 
Dawson Wansing, 

Mikela Bland and all of the 
2020 Graduates.

www.ViennaMarine.com 
202 Hwy. 63 South
 Vienna, MO 65582 

Doug and Kim Eads

573-422-6100

CLASS OF 2020

| 405 Independence Lane
| Vienna, MO • (573) 466-3420

Congratulations
Vienna Graduates!

Special Congratulations to 
Paige Breeding

Wishing all our local 
graduates a wonderful 
day and a future filled 

with success.

Congratulations Congratulations 
Class of 2020!Class of 2020!

Todd Schoene: pbschoene2015@gmail.com
33711 Hwy. 63 North • Vienna • 573-422-3961

PRO
AUTO BODY, Inc.

classmates, “Saw our senior year turn into an explosion 
of postponements and disappointments” because of the 
Covid-19 coronavirus. “That last day we were being dis-
missed none of us realized that we had just experienced 
the final day of our senior year.” The classmates had to 
forgo a lot and they missed much. He appreciates the 
opportunity to have a traditional graduation. “We will 
always be known as the class of 2020 when the world 
changed and people became socially distant to control 
the spread of the virus, converting to online learning, 
toilet paper shortages, and now protesting. We will not 
let this stigma effect our success.” He encouraged his 

classmates to move forward, “Your life is your story, 
and the adventure ahead of you is the journey to fulfill 
your own purpose and potential. As Mr. Kinkead told me, 
Vienna Class of 2020 ‘Go Conquer the World.’”

The diplomas were presented to each senior as they 
crossed the stage individually. A lot of smiles were seen 
on stage and in the audience. Parents were recognized 
with flowers, a video was shown, the tassels on graduate 
caps were moved to the other side, and at the end of it 
all, a surprise, fireworks celebrated the evening.

Good luck to the members of the VHS Class of 2020! 
You are awesome!

VHS Class• from page 12



 Retired Vienna High 
School math teacher, Danny 
Barrack, was the guest 
speaker chosen by the VHS 
Class of 2020 to speak at their 
graduation. He said he sees 
a lot of former students and 
is glad to see all the seniors, 
all 32 of them. They’ve 
been together since they 
were five and six years old 
and have been through a lot 
together. “A lot of laughing, 
crying, ball games, test and 
a lot of Mr. Barrack, which I 
wouldn’t trade for the world 
and I know most of you think 
pretty well of me and that 
is something I will always 
cherish close to my heart.”

During the speech, he 
mentioned each senior, say-
ing something about each 
one, which elicited laughter 
from seniors who knew 
exactly what he was talking 
about. Barrack was emo-
tional during his speech as he 
named each of them and gave 
them his congratulations. 
Barrack ended his speech 
by saying, “It has been my 
pleasure doing this. I hope 
all of you go on to have 
happy and profitable lives, 
and of course I will take all 
the credit. Thank you and 
good night.” 

It was a profound speech 
that showed the essence of 
the teaching profession. The 
seniors liked it as well and 
he received a big applause.

Mikela Bland, 3 things, 

put your phone away, 
quit talking to Abby 
and congratulations, I 
am very proud of you. 

Paige Breeding, I have 
never liked a Student 
more than I like you, 
God love you and con-
gratulations. 

Dylan Buschmann, smart, 
hard working and your 
name is not Colby and I 
am sorry I occasionally 
called you by the wrong 
name, your name is 
Dylan and I wish you 
well in all your endeav-
ors.

Tyler Collins, I was so 
impressed with your 
improvement as a Math 
Student the last year I 
had you in class, con-
gratulations Sir. 

Hello Gracie, Gracie Cris-
mon, your attention to 
detail and your desire 
to get things right is 
very impressive. Good 
luck Gracie!

Summer, congratula-
tions on everything in 
your life right now. I am 
so proud of you.

Sutton Hauck, stay off 
them 4 wheelers, I 
know it was 4 yrs ago 
but it scared the hell 
out of me. Good luck 
Sir!

Kamryn Hayes, con-
gratulations on all your 
accomplishments, I am 
very proud of you!

Joseph Kestermont, even 

though I never had you 
in class I give you my 
congratulations and 
wish you all the luck in 
the world.

Abby McHugh, quit talk-
ing to Mikela and thank 
you for being so nice 
to me in the last couple 
of months in 2019, that 
meant a lot to me. 

Levi Messersmith, I am 
so proud of all the hard 
work you put into High 
School, congratulations 
Levi.

William Patterson, I miss 
our conversations and 
your sense of humor, 
good luck with every-
thing in the future.

Kody Hertzing, good luck 
in the future and I really 
enjoyed our morning 
talks before you went 
to RTI.

James Phelps, smart and 
a lot of potential, do 
well as you move on, 
good luck and congrat-
ulations.

Lilyanna Potter, I never 
had you in class but 
I am sure it was my 
loss, congratulations 
Lilyanna.

Trenton Rowden, the re-
spect that you showed 
me as a Teacher is 
something I will always 
remember about you, 
congratulations Sir!

AJae Schell, I enjoyed 
teaching and spending 
time with you as much 

as I have had with any 
other student, thank 
you and good luck. 

Danny Schraft, I love 
that we have the same 
first name and that you 
were always so polite to 
me, thank you Danny 
and good luck.

Jena Schwartze, you 
were and absolute joy 
to teach, thank you for 
being such a wonderful 
student. Congratula-
tions!

Timmy Schwartze, you 
were such a joy to 
teach…. Wait a second, 
that must be a typo, 
we all know that can’t 
be right…. just kid-
ding… The times, and 
there was plenty of 
them when you wanted 
to learn Math, I really 
enjoyed teaching you. 
Congratulations Sir!

Zachary Schwartze, you 
worked hard for me the 
last year I had you in 
Math and it really paid 
off. You scored profi-
cient in the Algebra 1 
EOC, I am so proud of 
your accomplishments, 
congratulations Zach-
ary.

Rachel Slocum, you 
thought my Trig Class 
was going to be the 
death of you but you 
ended up doing really 
well and that is because 
you are a hard worker 
and you are smart. 

Good luck in the future!
Autumn Smith, the same 

thing I said to Paige, 
I have never liked a 
Student more than I like 
you, congratulations 
and God bless you!!  

Taylor Staiger, I have 

never met you but I can 
still congratulate you 
and wish you all the 
luck in the world and 
that is what I am going 
to do, good luck Taylor.
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And best wishes for continued 
success in the future! 

Loyal & Stephanie Henderson

Special Congratulations to Special Congratulations to Uriah Veasman

Congratulations, Class of 2020!

Congratulations 
Graduating Class of 2020

The Sky’s The Sky’s 
The LimitThe Limit 2020

Shirley’s Furniture
Jr’s Hardware&&

205 S. Coffey • Vienna • 573-422-3302
Ellis, Shirley & Craig Crum

We’ve watched 
you come this 

far, and now 
the sky is 
the limit. 

Hold fast to 
your dreams, 
and don’t be 

afraid to reach 
for the stars. 

We know you 
can do it!

105 Hwy 63 South  |  Vienna, MO  |  573-422-3555

Class of 2020!Class of 2020!Best Wishes,Best Wishes,

Crossroads Convenience StoreCrossroads Convenience StoreCrossroads Convenience Store
Mike & RobeRta JueRgens

40001 Hwy. 42 West • Vienna • 573-422-6340

Great Job
 Graduates

We’re proud of you, 
graduates. May your future 
be as bright and wonderful 

as you are. We will always 
be here to support and 

encourage you as you pursue 
your dreams.

Former VHS math teacher gives heart warming 
speech, recognizes each senior individually

See Teacher on Page 19
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h a r k e r
real estate and auction

1001 Vienna-Rolla Rd. • Vienna, MO
573-422-6300

www.Harker-RealEstate-Auction.com

We know you’ll go far in life, and we wish you all the best.

Up, Up & AwAy!
Wherever the road takes you after graduation, we wish you much 
happiness and success. May your education and experience lay 
the foundation for a bright future as you continue on your way.

Congratulations

Class of 2020

Meta Plant: 573-229-4886
Vichy Plant: 573-299-4222

Family Business Serving Mid-Missouri for Over 74 Years!

OPEN: MON, WED, FRI 8 am-8pm • TUES, THURS, SAT 8am-5pm • Closed SUN

www.BescheinenFurniture.com • 573-897-2480
2188 Loose Creek Hwy • Loose Creek, Mo. 65084

Celebrate, and enjoy yourselves. You’ve earned it!
Congratulations and best 

wishes to all the graduates.
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May all of your hopes 
and dreams come 
true, graduates! 

www.MariesCountyAdvocate.com
301 HWY. 63 SOUTH  •  VIENNA  •  573-422-6323

110 HWY. 28, UNIT B  •  BELLE  • 573-859-3323

AdvocateAdvocate
MARIES COUNTY
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It’s Official.

Congratulations!
Wishing you all the best 
on your graduation day 

and always. 

José and Ruth Palasi
Meta, Mo. 65058

573-229-8802 Phone / Fax
229-300-6357 / Cell

AmazingPromotion@BellSouth.net

CUSTOM IMPRINTED MERCHANDISE & APPAREL

That’s a Wrap!
Congratulations on your 

commencement! We know you’ll go far 
in life, and we wish you all the best on 

your graduation day and always.

VIENNA AUTO SUPPLY, INC. 
 506 HWY. 63 SOUTH, VIENNA  |  573-422-3638

NAPA 
KNOW 
HOW.

Congratulations graduates

Facing Facing 
the Futurethe Future
with Pride

MARK JAMES ~ Agent/Broker

RESULTS REALTY & AUCTION
800-341-3802   |  573-405-0112   |  825 S. Bishop Ave   |   Rolla

Email: markj@ucresultsrealty.com

The best of luck to all 
our ambitious young 

graduates. You’re the 
hope and the future of 

our community, and we 
look forward to great 
things from each and 

every one of you.
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Congratulations 
to the Class of 

2020!

The The 
Flower Flower 
BasketBasket

KEITH & ANGIE THOMPSON AND FAMILY
201 Highway 63 South • Vienna • 573-422-3131

Love ~ Love ~ 
Gma, Gma, 

Mom, & Mom, & 
brothers brothers 

Jared, Jared, 
Solomon, Solomon, 

IsaacIsaac

Congratulations, Abram B. WeiderCongratulations, Abram B. Weider
Vienna Class of 2020 Vienna Class of 2020 
VALEDICTORIANVALEDICTORIAN

Words cannot express how Words cannot express how 
proud we are of you.proud we are of you.

Congratulations

Paige BreedingPaige BreedingPaige Breeding
From your hard earned 
wisdom to your courage 

and compassion. You have 
only given us reasons 

to hold our heads up in 
pride. You will make a dif-
ference in this world, and 

we hope you know how 
very much you are loved! 
Be bold, be courageous, 

be your best! 
Love,  

Mom, Dad and Dalton

Senior year is full of memory making that lasts a 
lifetime. In the year 2020, seniors lost opportunities 
to make those memories, but in another way, the class 
of 2020 will always be unique because of how the 
school year abruptly ended because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

This class of individuals will always be special to 
their communities because of what they did not get to 
do. We wish them the best in all of their endeavors.

The Advocate asked the Vienna High School senior 
class officers some questions about their memories. 
Following are their answers:

What were some memories you were looking 
forward to making that didn’t happen?

Autumn Smith—My memories that I looked for-
ward to, but didn’t happen were senior pranks, senior 
week, walking down the halls of the school for the 
last time, the last eagle cup and senior awards.

Klaire Tappel—The memory that I was looking 
forward to most was going on our senior trip, but I 
also understand why it was canceled.

Zachary Schwartze—My senior year I was really 
looking forward to going on senior trip and playing 
baseball and hoping we would win a district title

AJae Schell—There were many memories myself 
and others were looking forward to this year. When 

Hindsight is 2020; 
Not the year we 

expected

See Hindsight on Page 19

Extra Copies Of This Special Edition 
are Available At The Maries County 

Advocate offices: 301 Hwy. 63 
South Vienna.
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Your day has arrived! Congratulations 
to each and every member of the 

Graduating Class of 2020.

VIC STRATMAN
Presiding Commissioner of Maries County

Paid for by Vic Stratman

Your hard work has paid off, and we’re 
proud of all you’ve accomplished.

Congratulations, Graduates!

WE HAVE 
TO HAND IT 
TO YOU...

1208 Hwy. 63 S. • Vienna, MO 65582
573-422-3349

Honse Implement Co.

Graduation is not the end of a tough journey. 
It is the beginning of a new and challenging 
one! Best of luck on your future endeavors!

Class of 2020!
Congratulations 

606 Hwy 63 South
Vienna

573-422-6400

You’re a wise one, 
graduate. Keep up

the great work!
Brinktown Farmers Mutual 

Insurance
1001 Vienna-Rolla Road • PO Box 308

Vienna, MO • 573-422-6332
Hours: Tues. & THurs. 8:00am–4:30pm

the coronavirus hit we were just 
getting ready to start our baseball 
season. We had a great team, great 
coaches and we knew we had the 
possibility of going really far. A lot 
of us senior boys had also decided 
to run the track meets that we could 
and help the track team win a State 
Championship. It was going to be 
a great season for sports.  Seniors 
also missed out on accomplishing 
the many senior pranks we had 
planned. We missed out on eating 
our favorite school lunches for 
senior week.  We missed out on 
our senior trip together.  We had 
saved and worked for years for 
that trip. We are still hoping for a 
prom and graduation but what we 
missed out most on was time with 
each other. We missed the ending 
we’d all looked forward to. 

What were some memories you 
made that you never would have 
expected?

Autumn Smith—Memories 
I’ve made, but never expected were 
working in the high school office and 
getting food from teacher food days, 
and celebrating my 18th birthday 
with a drive by party.

Klaire Tappel—Well, we will 
always remember our senior year, 
without a doubt, simply because it 
was so unique, and in a way that is 
a cool memory, or at least it will be 
years from now, because we may 
not all be looking at it that way in 
the present time. 

Zachary Schwartze—A mem-
ory that I had that I would never 
have expected would be having a 
senior parade.

What was your favorite senior 
year memory?

Autumn Smith—My favorite 
senior year memory was getting 
pizza and snow cones while watch-
ing a movie in the cafeteria. 

Klaire Tappel—The senior pa-
rade because it was something that 
no other class has gotten to experi-
ence, and it is another thing that is 
unique to the senior class of 2020.

Zachary Schwartze—My favor-
ite memory of my senior year would 
be playing baseball this past fall.

AJae Schell—It’s hard to pick 
one, there were many!

What is one word that sums up 
your senior year? Explain.

Autumn Smith—One word that 
sums up my senior year is unfortu-
nate. My last year was unfortunate 
because the corona virus made me 
miss out on the most important 
events like prom, graduation, senior 
pranks, and our senior week. All of 
us seniors were bummed since we 
had to leave the last bit of our high 
school lives immediately. 

Klaire Tappel—Unexpected, to 
say the least, it is very unfortunate 
that we did not get the chance to 
finish out our year and make more 
amazing memories with our friends 
before we all head our own direction 
and go to college.

Zachary Schwartze—Two 
words that would sum up our senior 
year would be cut short because we 
missed the best part of our senior 
year where we get to make most of 
our memories.

AJae Schell—One word that 
would sum up my senior year would 
be unforgettable. We may have 
missed out on a lot of things but 
guaranteed we will be remembered. 
For the class of 2020 it was not quite 
the “2020” vision we had in mind, 
but it was certainly unforgettable.

Klaire Tappel, hard worker and 
great personality, you are tops 
with me girl. Congratulations 
and good luck!

Colby Toebben, Colby is doing 
some fence work for me at a very 
fair price, so all I am going to say 
is that he is great and wonderful 
and I love him to death. Good 
luck at MS&T.

Uriah Veasman, if I was half as 
smart as Uriah, I would still be 
pretty dam bright, good luck in 
your Carpenter career.

Dawson Wansing, Big Dog, I called 
him that in 8th grade because 
he was the biggest and the best 
Basketball player out there. 
Turns out you were a great 
Student and you are a wonderful 
person. Good luck Sir!

Gavin Weathers, I was so lucky to 
have you as a Student all those 
years, I think I learned more from 
you than you ever learned from 
me. Thank you, Gavin and good 
luck!

Abram Wieder, you may be a quiet 
guy but your intelligence and 
hard work speaks very loudly, 
you are awesome. Good luck!

Spencer Wieberg, not a quite guy 
but just as awesome and funny, 
Spencer Wieberg you are a hoot. 
congratulations!

Benjamin Wilkinson, I really 
missed you this year, it surprised 
the hell out of me, but I really 
did. I am so proud of the work 
you did with the FFA. Keep up 
the good work in all your en-
deavors and congratulations!

It has been my pleasure doing this, 
I hope all of you go on to have happy 
and profitable lives, and of course I 
will take all the credit. 

Thank you & good night!

Teacher 
	 • from page 18

Hindsight • from page 17

All graduation photos by Laura Schiermeier, 
Dennis Warden and Jacob Warden
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WHAT SOME times is a bittersweet event as high 
school ends for a group of students was not so much 
the case last Friday night as the VHS Class of 2020 took 
its last bow with dignity and smiles. Special speaker, 
former high school math teacher, Danny Barrack (far 
right), recognized each senior in his speech and wished 
all of them congratulations. Student speakers were 
Salutatorian Dawson Wansing (top) and Valedictorian 
Abram Weider (right). Both seniors expressed thanks 
for all that has been done for them by many people, 
and they wished their fellow graduates good luck in 
the days and years ahead of them.


